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Subject; HE. Fallow up on Welhst slote

Hi Gallit, here's what Pes been able to find from the various sources in the srmail, Some of the stories
attached are ones RRM Canada hes documented in the past, others are totally new. 'l address sach
arve, irstend of a5 a group, because they appear to have different clroumstanoes in esch caser

frem 1 MG _1111) Political ad at a Foody Mart

«  There's o reflection on the soreen, so i couldn’t make out some of the Chinese characters,
bt here's a gquick transtatinn, partly using Deepl 1o spead things along:

o “OTonles’s Conservatives Want to Fut Dangerous Weapons Back o the Streets,
OTonde’s Conservatives is in cabonts with gur interests while puting your children
angd senioes at risk of *7*¥ school viclence. Not ondy did O'Toole do nothing in the
face of anti-Asian hatred and racisen, ngd be vited in the House of Commons to
srcoursge then-Lonservative MP Derek Sloan to sctially say i Do you think the
Conservative Party cares about ug?”

~  The ad sppesrsd on g dightal ad board a8t Foody Mart, g supermarket chain in the GTA that
stacks food fems from East and Southeast Asla They bave o location in Scarborough and
ons in Unionville,

- Based on key words and the test of the ad, L was not able to find 2 similar ad online through
a search engine,

«  {don't have any ides at ol who published the ad. Based o this one photy, there’s nothing
in the content of the ad that imdivates who s the original publisher. F it was g wi;t s;:ai pazty,
they would of course be mi};art 1o some rmwimmmi& fmm £C, ing wﬁmg E *3“ : '
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<« Thoughts: Deould need more indo betors making » definite conclusion, bt my bunch is this
an LPC politicnl s, nt FL

fam 3 Welhat Article 1-8 {WeChat private message screengrabs of Zhang Bo article}

~  Based on the interface, this is very likely a private chat message or group chat messags in
Weﬁhai it appears tha W»Chat ser haa» el g Ben 8 thya wrstm namm "Z%}ang

i Semember 8“’  haven't been able to find any information about wm tim Zhang Bo
person is.

«  the editorial cortent 5 somewhat similar in tone to g Sept. 3 eritorial fram the Chinese-
tanguage Today Commercial News warning voters not to vote for OPC candidate Kenny Chiu,
fye trarslated some of the excerpts of the message into English below:

& Title: Talk about the orists i the Uhingse community, A Call to Action to Save
Qursehmes: Stop the Bdramist Conservatives!

& “Consarvatives are several thres tougher thao the Liberals in thelr atiitude towards
China, and this is a orisls B us Thinese.. In the history of China-Uanada relatinng, we
have never sxperenced politicians pushing for o general detericration of Ching-
Canada relations, the vonsequences of which are unpredictable for the Chingse in
Cansda”

s Trump s elected to power in Canads, what happens to the Chinsse inthe U5 s a
preview of our futurs,
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& As s Chinese person, no mstter what your wual political visws are, and no matter
hoow much you fike or dislike the parties and their leaders, vou should not vote for
the Comservative Party, which is promating ao all-out anti-Chinese sgenda, 3t tims
whan the survivid and fate of the Chinese penple will change dramaticalby

o Multicubturaliom has sbvays baen the foundation of cur survval in Canada. Chinese
progple are in danger, 50 save yourself, Please take action and mobilize your friends
st Tamnily to vote forthe Liberals In the September 30 election to preavent the
extreme anti-Uhinese Conservative Party from goming to power™

- Sy the cortents of this article was glin ooed g b 4

BES msssaging hoard on Rept gttt Wy hunch is the WeChat message above is also from this

thre period
~ %% unusual thet the publication of the sditorial (Sept §§m§ pomes 50 close to the publication
of the one In Todey Commaerdal News on Sept. o fye since found another editorial alse on

Sepn ?52& by & sister pubboation of the 51, cs Wechat aocount that published a beadling “Why
the {hinese should oppose the CPC MP Kenny Thiv”;

- Final thoughts, there s some unusual coordination between seemingly disparate Chinese-
tanguage news nuthets publishing “dort vote CPL ar “don't vote for Kenny Chiu™ all sroung

the same date, Sept 8% and offt

- The ¥hang Bo sditorial in question originated from a8 website {Carmdian Shinese Media
News) that does not appear fo have any prasence on Weibo or Wechat, The content of the
Welhat message is identical to the Zhang Bo editorial, but the WeChat messepe bears no
indication that it was copied from the Canadian Chinpse Media News web page {zuch as feft
ey html, formatting ervors, steld

& Since news s 3o ostlosd between the normal web and Chinese social medis spps like
WeChat, it's unususi that an article from the normal web makes it into wechst,
rousch less into g privets messags; U5 not impossible, s fust g painto do it

o Also, the Welhat massage has very clean formatting and punctuation; normadly if you
copy and paste ail the text from 2 web page into 3 wechat message {or whatsappi it
would really messy, You'd see awlward spacing, Hnes that don't match up perfectly,
grved sorne left over M coding: there's sone of that n this wechat message. s
almost as i 1t was cleaned up specifically to be copiad into 8 wechat private
MESsARE.

o There's also no attempt to drbve traffic to the Canadian Chinese Media News site {no
wtto the origingl artivle]; it appears the message is being shared only 1o sway the
reader

~  Thoughis: iUs unusual that thore are 5o many Chinese languags op-ads gl published
amung e same date {sen 58 in seamingly disparats publications, arsd thal the conisis of
one of these op-ads (hatl does nol appesy 1o have much engagement H any on weohat would
suddenly appeat in 3 chianed-up wacha! misssage. Asule from the Zhang Bo sdioridl content,
howwevgr, there o nothing et indicates whe the origing! sender is, and Deaould hesdate o
atlribans gy B boaged o the someanahody avaiiabie. Parhiaps thers B some cotrdiniation
betwaen the Conadian Chinese Modia News and the sender of the Welha! message.

e 3 Wechat Srtivle? 13 {WeChat group message: Author I3 "an 832 year old ethnic Chinese™)
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~  Based on the interface, this is very kely a private chat message o group chat message In
Waelhat,

«  Here'sa short rundown of the content:

o The sender is sending & message with a title at the top that reads: {Author an 82 year
old ethnic Chinese} and then address the readers with “my dear countrymen living
pverseas, thers are st more than 2 weseks to go, the federal slection that happens
aysry few years is upon us” The author then says “all three parties have their
problems” but “we need to select one that s good for the econamy and good for
ethrvie Chinese interests”

o “We ethnic Chinese have 1o stick together, and don't let the fiercely anti-Chingse
Comservatives take power, Al Chinese should vole for Uiberal candidates in thedy
riding, arad defest the Compervatives. Thank you sveryane!”

~  {eould not locate a correspormding web article for this wechat message, and | appears o be
3 wotally original crestion made to be shared in wachat group messages,

«  Thoughts: Liks the abdvs message, there s nothing that indicates who the otiging! sendsr
is, and Deould hesitade o atinbige any FL bassd on the soresishols svailable. However, the
timing of the messags s wnusual, Based on the sender’s own message Umors than two
wewks 1o go for the federal election™], the wechat message would have appeared sround the
same time 35 the above op-eds that peint a poor picture of the Conservative’s Ching policies
and Kerrvy Chin's G282 hill

Bem 4 Canaian versinn of Trump? The leader of the Conservatives wants to ban WeChat

«  This plece is from York BES; it's one we documented when it first appeared on the York BB3
Welhat news sccount in late Sugustfearly Sept.

< York B85 appears 1o be the first account to push this ine that ' Toele would “ban WeChat”

= Thoughis: After York BES published the first olaim that O Touls would ban WeChat, acoounts
like VanPaops shared i as well, However, Ghiness stale-media did not appear b illow sul
BRM Conada gid not detect any outlels like the Global Tirmes, People's Dally, or Sinhug
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picking up the story during the writ period. However, York BBS frequently shared pro-Chinese
Communist Party narratives and stories throughout the election, and made its position clear
that it favoured the Liiberals over the Conservatives.

ftem 5: Kenny Chiu WeChat message (mainland immigrant = CCP'er?)

- Sadly | wasn’t able to find anything about this story.

Data Analyst
Cantre for internationst Digital Policy | Centre powr ia Politique Numérique Internationale
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