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Dear fellow Canadians, voters, political leaders and media,
We are a group of concerned Hong Kong Canadians pleading for your urgent attention.

On Saturday Aug 28, a message was posted on a WeChat group, inviting people to bring friends
to a free lunch featuring a Liberal party candidate, which was to take place in Vancouver
Chinatown’s Floata Chinese Restaurant. The aim of the gathering, as stated in the post, was to
show “the voting power of the Chinese people” and to have “a few more MPs who would care
about issues of the Chinese people.”

It also comments on the South Asian community, saying that they “have a huge influence”
related to federal politics.

While we greatly appreciate and welcome community events that help voters make informed
decisions and encourage voter turnouts, we are very alarmed by the approach of using free meals
as incentives, especially when the event is apparently to entice support for a specific candidate
and or a specific political party.

Original WeChat message: English translation:

BRI

Ha Fred Kwok - Vancouver
HT2@EZER, MEHTX

B, EARMBL SEURLE Just over two weeks left in the federal election. Throughout these
gmia}\;g;’%?ﬁgﬁgx years, the Chinese community and the Chinese people have long
BEEfE mg{;}}gggggqgf been neglected. The Chinese people must show their voting

HE 208, EKMAEADBZE power in this election. Now that this Liberal candidate is
HRRHELNE. HEAD . . . .
WERAMEE . DEAD running for the first time in Van East. We the Chinese people
BRI —EEE, AR2L- must show the voting power to the politicians. The South Asian
%géf?g&j};omﬁfﬁe ggfﬁ people already have a huge influence. The Chinese should also
BB BIR TS, BRM show solidarity. Tomorrow morning at 11:30 am, lunch at
gﬁg’fg)\ a,fgg%@“ﬁ Floata Restaurant. No matter how many, no need to pay. You all

may bring some friends there to show that you care. When the
future victory comes, at least there will be a few more MPs who
would care about issues of the Chinese people.

As the world witnesses the on-going traumatic dismantling of the rule of law and election
systems in Hong Kong, we, members of the Hong Kong diaspora, have vowed to stand on guard
for the democratic institutions of Canada. That is why we are alarmed when we see in this
WeChat message the déja vu of a well-tried and successful vote-buying tactic in Hong Kong.
The vote-buying networking tactic is commonly known and understood as feasting and gifting
throughout the year, free sight-seeing trips and personal services such as hairdressing or nail
polishing. (Locally known and summarized as “Snake feasts in the Winter, Vegetarian meals in
the Summer, Mooncakes for the Mid-Autumn Festival and Rice Dumplings for the Dragon Boat
Festival” (FEZE B 1R).
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Pro-CCP political parties and politicians would give out goodies and provide free feasts during
various occasions and festivals through out the year to secure support and votes in the local
regions or voting areas. Such ‘free meal deals’ are essentially vote-buying carried out on a year-
round basis. They erode the integrity and the fundamental principle of democratic elections over
time. It is therefore of utmost important that such vote-buying tactics would never be allowed to
take hold in Canada, be it outside or during election periods.

As members of the ethnic Chinese community, we are also appalled by the notion from such
kind of free meal and goodie deals that votes from Chinese Canadians could be so easily bought
by free lunches, rather than to be won by grassroots work in the community, sound policy
platforms and great visions for Canada. For any political party, candidate or community leader to
employ such strategy on any minority group, is insulting and offensive to that entire community
as a whole.

The WeChat message was posted by Fred Kwok, President of the Chinese Benevolent
Association of Vancouver (CBA), Leader of the Chinese Freemason of Canada, and Chair of the
government funded Greater Vancouver Chinese Cultural Center (CCC). CBA and Freemason
have led other pro-Beijing groups in many advertising campaigns in the Canadian Chinese
language media in recent years. Their statements including the expression of full support of the
Hong Kong National Security Law, and the accusation of Canadian parliamentarians of being
ignorance and groundless to interfere with China’s internal affairs, because of the motion to
recognize the Chinese Communist regime’s persecution and genocide of the Uyghurs. Oblivious
to the plights of Canadians like Huseyin Celil and the two Michaels who are locked up in dark
prison cells with bogus charges, the leadership of CBA and Freemason has been consistent in
promoting the propaganda of the Chinese Consulate and toeing the CCP party lines.
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Ad. condemning the passage of the
genocide motion

Ad. supporting HKNSL

Ad. objecting the passage of
the genocide motion
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In an advertisement put out by CBA with a headline: “Support China to defend national
sovereignty and promote peaceful reunification”, CBA proclaimed that “realizing China's
peaceful reunification, safeguarding the territorial integrity of the motherland, and realizing the
great cause of the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation are the common aspirations of our Chinese
at home and abroad, including the people on both sides of the Taiwan Strait.” This is an
outrageously false representation. CBA’s stance doesn’t represent us and many more in the
community at all.

Vancouver CBS ad. Titled:

“Support China to defend national
sovereignty and promote peaceful
reunification”

Bottom two lines:

“Realizing China's peaceful reunification,
safeguarding the territorial integrity of the
motherland, and realizing the great cause
of the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation
are the common aspirations of our Chinese
at home and abroad, including the people
on both sides of the Taiwan Strait.”

Mr. Kwok’s WeChat post said the free lunch event was aim at having “a few more MPs who
would care about issues of the Chinese people.” Judging from all the past statements from CBA,
those issues would most likely be in Beijing’s interests, not Canada’s. Therefore, “the Chinese
people” he mentions can’t be referring to Chinese Canadians and would not be in the best
interests of Chinese Canadians either.

Federal election is the most critical time for Canadians to exercise our democratic power and to
hold our federal government and parliament accountable. The integrity of the election is
paramount for voter confidence and for a healthy democracy. We are not sure if Mr. Kwok’s
message is in violation of the Elections Act, and we urge the media to confirm this with
Elections Canada. In the case even if this ‘free meal deal’ does not violate the current election
laws, but we hope voters, political leaders and media will work together to ensure that such vote-
buying tactics will never happen again in this great country of ours. We don’t want Hong Kong
to become our crystal ball.

For the love of this country,

Chinese-Canadian Concerned Group on
the Chinese Communist Party’s Human Rights Violation

September 3, 2021

Media Contact: Ivy Li ivy.cthk@pm.me
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Media contact:
Ivy Li ivy.cthk@pm.me



